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Summarization on DASTA Performances Fiscal Year 2022

1. Two destinations were announced as the designated areas for sustainable tourism

The National Tourism Policy Committee (NTPC) announced Songkhla Lake area and Chiang Rai Province as the

designated areas for sustainable tourism.

The Designated Area of Songkhla Lake covers the areas of 15 districts in 3 provinces - Songkhla, Phatthalung and
Nakhon Si Thammarat, and is operated under the vision of “Songkhla Lake - Sustainable Ecotourism and Cultural Heritage
Tourism Model”. The NTPC also approved the 5 years Strategic Development Plan of the Designated Areas for Sustainable
Tourism of Songkhla Lake (B.E. 2566 - 2570) to be adopted as a tool in driving tourism development of Songkhla Lake area

into the same direction.

Chiang Rai announced to be a designated area for sustainable tourism under the development theme of
“Creative Chiang Rai”, the Designated Area of Chiang Rai Province, which spans 18 districts, has a diversity of tourism
resources whether natural, historical or cultural aspects, and is a gateway to the border economic zone of upper Mekong
Subregion. Becoming a designated area will help foster its development on potentiality and competitiveness capacity in a

concrete manner.

2. Koh Mak subdistrict, Trat Province, which was developed and elevated by DASTA, was awarded as
the world’s top 100 sustainable tourism destination in 2022

DASTA is committed to continually driving sustainable tourism management of Koh Mak subdistrict, Trat Province,
in consistent with the Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria (GSTC) in order to proposed ‘Koh Mak’ as the tourist attraction
model of good practice in tourism waste management aligned with the Circular Economy of Thailand. In 2022, DASTA
prepared the sustainable tourism development report according to the Green Destinations Standard in 15-30 items
which was developed from the GSTC, and shared the stories of best practices on sustainable tourism management or
‘Sustainability Story’” with the tourism management agencies worldwide, in order to create the exchange knowledge and

best practices.

The assessment’s results of the Green Destinations Foundation and other tourism partner organizations such
as ITB Berlin, Travellife, ASEAN Ecotourism Network, and Ecotourism Australia, etc. recognized and honored Koh Mak,
Trat Province, as one of the top 100 Destination Sustainability Stories 2022. The other tourism destinations with the same
award in 2022 were Ban Huai Pu Kaeng (Mae Hong Son province), Sapphaya tourism community enterprise (Chai Nat
province), Sentosa Island (Singapore), Nijmegen City (Netherlands), Hakone and Ozu Cities (Japan), and Normandy (France),

etc.

3. UNESCO announced Sukhothai Province as a Learning City

DASTA in collaboration with Sukhothai Province and related provincial network partners, jointly pushed forward
and supported the province’s performance as being a lifelong leaning city. In 2022, UNESCO Institute of Lifelong Learning
(UIL) announced and certified 3 cities of Thailand as members of the UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities (GNLC).
These 3 cities, out of all 77 cities from 44 countries announced by UNESCO in 2022, were Sukhothai Province (whole
province), Hat Yai Municipality (Songkhla Province), and Mueang Phayao District (Phayao Province). Every city selected
to join the GNLC has the mutual target in promoting the lifelong learning to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) of United Nations.
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The highlight of Sukhothai Province is that it is also an UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) for Craft & Folk Arts,
where tourists could visit and learn its knowledge. Being a member of UNESCO-GNLC will create field visit opportunities
to exchange knowledge among members, which consists of more than 229 cities from 64 countries worldwide, and
will become the final destination of quality tourists, as well as will enhance image awareness and reputation of Sukhothai
Province as honored by the UNESCO as a world heritage city, a heritage city in memory of the world and a creative city,

thereby leading to the elevating and increasing in area value of Sukhothai Province as a whole

4. The designated area for sustainable tourism in Kung Bang Krachao was ranked 1 in 10 of Thai MICE
Connect-Creative Routing Contest

DASTA developed the environmentally-friendly tourism routes in Bangnamphueng Subdistrict at Kung Bang
Krachao, Samutprakan Province and presented the one-day trip program “Bangnamphung: CSR green island of low carbon
tourism” that could strengthen unity and environmental care simultaneously with its joyful, zero carbon CSR Rally activity
for travelers visiting the community. It was awarded as 1 out of 10 of MICE Connect-Creative Routing, serving New Normal

Safety Standard under the concept — having little time and not wanting to travel far.

5. Pushing forward the creative community-based tourism (CBT) model to connect with quality tourism
market

DASTA pushed forward, elevated and enhanced capacity of the creative CBT model by adopting innovation in
developing community’s potentials. The development processes for the tourism community to enter the tourism industry

market consist of;
1) Developing community’s tourism routes or activities.
2) Holding meeting with tourism operators for marketing development.
3) Testing the tourism route (product testing) with operators.

4) Marketing the tour programs or communal tourism activities by tour agents, business associations in
tourism supply chain, Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) or Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau (TCEB), through
appropriated online or offine channel. This could raise the community’s quality of life and generate better income from
sustainable tourism, as in line with cultural and creative tourism development according to master plan under National
Strategies (B.E. 2561 - 2580). In 2022, DASTA has succeeded in connecting 17 creative CBT model communities to the
quality tourism market.

6. Promoting “Pattaya City” to become an UNESCO Creative Cities Network for Film

DASTA jointly signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 12 agencies, from both government and
private sectors, in order to drive Pattaya City to become a member of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN)
for Film and to become the center of film industry. The cooperations with various sectors are aimed to encourage
investment, to create job opportunities, and to generate income in the local area, for the sake of driving national economy

under 5-year operational cooperations.
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7. Promoting Damnoen Saduak Floating Market to become a Green Destination and developing the solar

boat model

DASTA jointly signed the Memorandum of Understanding on developing of the solar powered boat model for the
long-tail boat, with 9 agencies, namely Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA), Marine Department, Office of Permanent
Secretary of Ministry of Tourism and Sports, Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), Department of Tourism, Ratchaburi
Province, Damnoen Saduak District, Damnoen Saduak Subdistrict Municipality, and CBT network of Damnoen Saduak
Subdistrict, in order to promote sustainable tourism in canal lifestyle at Damnoen Saduak District, Ratchaburi Province.
The integrated cooperation is aimed to promote Damnoen Saduak Floating Market to become “Canal Lifestyle Tourism
Model with Environmental Friendliness and Reduced Pollution”. This 5 years operation plan is to promote canal lifestyle

CBT in Damnoen Saduak District area to achieve the sustainable growth in social, economic and environmental aspects.

8. Hosting the Thailand Creative Cities Network 2022 (TCCN 2022)

DASTA led the UNESCO’s creative cities network partners and Thailand’s creative cities network partners in
organizing Thailand Creative Network 2022 (TCCN 2022) as a platform for experts to exchange knowledge and opinions
for the benefits of the creations of cultural properties and their added value transformation. This creates livable cities with

better economy under environmental care for sustainable development.

9. Assessment of the well-being of the population in the designated areas in 2022

In 2022, a survey showed that the well-being level of the population was at 81.20% or at the deeply happy level
when compared to the sufficiency threshold criteria, referring to the measurement of Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness
(GNH). The top 3 communities with the highest well-being level were Muang Thued Subdistrict Administrative Organization
(Ban Khom Kham), Nan Province, accounting for 86.21%, Mueang Kao Community, Sukhothai Province, for 85.91% and

Saeng Pha Subdistrict Administrative Organization (Na Haeo), Loei Province, for 85.31%, respectively.
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10. Assessment on community income and income distribution in the designated areas in 2022

The survey results showed that there was an increase in the extra income from CBT, while the total income increased
from 486,410.65 Baht in 2021 to 537,570.35 Baht in 2022, or an increase of 10.52%.

4 N
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DASTA applied Gini coefficient as an economic tool to measure the issue of income inequality. The analysis of
income distribution by Gini coefficient indicated that the Gini coefficient of the extra income from tourism in 2022 was at
0. 214. This reflected that the tourism development activities according to DASTA’s guidelines contributed to the income
distribution or equal benefits. In 2022, the community income had increased by 10.52% due to the decline in COVID-19
pandemic situation together with the relief measures of the government that allow tourists to travel as normal, which in turn

caused spending in the designated areas, contributing to income distribution of communities.
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